
 

Catholic Communities of: 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Stirling East 
St Joseph the Worker, Lobethal 
St Matthew’s Birdwood 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — YEAR  A            15TH/16TH FEBRUARY 2020 

Those of us gathered for worship today are very diverse: from differ-

ent cultural backgrounds, countries of origins, races, etc. But what 

binds us together is our baptism in Jesus. Whatever our differences 

and whatever language we speak, we all say together, "We believe in 

Jesus Christ and so his way is our way." Our basic identity is that we 

are a community of Jesus’ followers and we love him. Therefore, our 

love for him urges us to live like him. But doesn’t hearing the Sermon on 

the Mount these Sundays leave you weak in the knees? How can we ever 

live these teachings? How will we even know how to live them? Because 

of his miracles and teachings Jesus had attracted great crowds. In or-

der to teach those closest to him, he took them up a mountain. Two 

Sundays ago we heard the Beatitudes, the introduction to a collection 

of his teachings which we call the Sermon on the Mount. The Beati-

tudes called for the profound inner change necessary for anyone want-

ing to follow Jesus. That kind of change is spelled out in his subsequent 

teachings. When we hear Jesus’ sermon, what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 

today is true: we are called to live, not according to the wisdom of this 

age, but according to God’s wisdom. That wisdom, Paul reminds us, has 

been revealed to us in the life of Jesus made known to us, "through the 

Spirit." Through the gift of the Spirit we have come to accept Jesus 

Christ as God’s full revelation in the flesh. We need to remind our-

selves today that the same Spirit makes it possible for us to live ac-

cording to Jesus’ teaching. After all, Jesus isn’t just giving us a strict-

er, higher code of ethics. That’s not what makes his teachings special. 

Rather, through our baptism and the gift of his Spirit, we have the de-

sire and divine power to live what we are being taught again today. That 

new Spirit in us is what enables us to live, as Jesus tells us, with a 

"holiness that surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus’ life 

showed us what the Sermon looks like when enfleshed. He is now our 

teacher who shows us the way to life and gives us his Spirit to help us 

to choose those life-giving ways. His disciples are to continue putting 

flesh on the Sermon in their lives. Whatever our circumstances, people 

who may never read the Sermon on the Mount, should be able to learn 

its content by examining our lives.  

     The Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish  serves the              
communities of  

St Matthew’s Bridgewater, Our Lady of the Rosary Stirling 
East,  St Matthew’s Birdwood, St Joseph’s Lobethal  

and St Catherine’s Catholic School. 

Our parish lives the Gospel through a strong and  

enduring faith.  We strive to be a vibrant  

community that welcomes all, celebrates diversity, 

reaches out to those in need and cares for God’s  

creation. 

ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH 

Parish House 

1 Wembley Avenue (P O Box 718) 

BRIDGEWATER  S A   5155 

Telephone  (08) 8339 1608 

Email: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Website: adelaidehillsparish.com.au 

Facebook: Adelaide Hills Parish 
  

Parish Priest 

Fr Alfred (Fred) Farrugia 

email: a281657@hotmail.com 
 

                                  Parish Secretary 

Therese Franco 

email: 

theresefranco@ozemail.com.au 
 

St Catherine’s Catholic School 
Telephone:   (08)  8238 8238 

Erika Dixon 
Acting Principal 

 www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au 
 

Child Safe Contact Person 
Therese Hudson  

email:  
teresa.hudson@cesa.catholic.edu.au 

Telephone (08) 8301 6629 

    PLEASE TAKE HOME 

YOUR COPY OF THE  

BULLETIN 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

 
St Matthew’s Birdwood 

8.30 am: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

St Joseph’s Lobethal 
8.30 am: 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month 

 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

6pm Saturday Evenings  10.30 am Sunday  
Our Lady of the Rosary East Stirling 

5.30 pm Sunday       

http://www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au


For those recovering from surgery, illness and the sick 

Frances Marshall, Noah Baker, Sue Streich, Ria Dunaiski, Werner 

Wermuth, Madie Balint, Gayle Raven, Chinlou, Courtney Rose, 

Maureen O'Donnell, Therese Bikkel 

February Anniversaries:  
Barry Grahame, John Balogh, John Joseph Monaghan, Ada 
Schultz, Margaret & Chappie Guthrie, Bob Disher, Laurel 
Brady, Emilo Tarca, Lynn Darus, Shirley Heathfield, June 
Herr, Chris Ferris, Lena Shepherd, Maureen Robinson, Alice 
Harris, Betty Ryan, Ted McLoughlin, Ted Szwedzinski, Sr Bet-
ty Brown, Eileen Deed, Silvano Girardi, Margaret Surguy, He-
lene Dooker, Marianne Fisher, Derek Horsnell, Juliana Hather-
ly, Rina Tarca, Jill Balogh, Petronella McDougall, Bernie Lever-
ington, Julia Farrugia, Eddie Wells, 
 
Recently deceased: Fr John Rate MSC, Mary,  Piciuccio, Bet-
ty Johnson, Maureen Marshall, Mons James O’Loughlin. Fr 
Sean McGearty. 

 

MEALS FOR ST MARTHA 

Please contact us on meals4stmartha@gmail.com to place 

an order or if you have any questions. 

 

MASSES DURING FR FRED’S ABSENCE  

All weekend masses are covered while Fr Fred is on hol-

iday. We thank Fr Gavin Small, Fr James Valladares and 

Mons Bob Rice who have accepted to help and celebrate 

the weekend masses. In case of emergencies or if 

someone is dying and needs a priest or for a funeral 

please contact Fr Richard Morris at Mt Barker Parish 7 

Mann St, Mount Barker SA 5251 Phone: (08) 8391 1053 

for other inquiries please contact the parish Office at 

Bridgewater - Monique will attend Tuesday and Thurs-

day (9.30am. to 1pm.) and Therese on Saturday morn-

ings.  
 
NEWS FROM FR FRED 

I am now preparing myself to get back to Adelaide. 

Thank God i had a wonderful holiday. In the next edi-

tion of The Bridge I will put some photos of my time in 

Malta. It has been a good time for me to reflect upon 

myself and what the future holds for me especially re-

alising that my mind and heart is to continue as pastor 

among you in the Adelaide Hills Parish. Although I love 

begin here in Malta but still I feel that I am thankful 

to God that I am missionary sent by Him to work were I 

feel that I am really needed. I know what awaits me 

when I come back as I need immediately to solve prob-

lems which have arisen during my absence. I only need 

to take one challenge at a time. Finally I wish to thank 

all those who took different responsibilities so that the 

parish ran smoothly during my absence. Without their 

time and generosity it would have been very difficult 

for me to enjoy my holiday. Hope to see you all once 

again next Tuesday afternoon. 

 

DAY OF THE UNBORN CHILD 

In the Archdiocese of Adelaide, the Day of the Unborn 

Child occurs on the Feast of the Annunciation, March 

25.  As this feast day falls during Lent it was felt it 

would be more appropriate to hold the Appeal early this 

year.  A special collection is taken up during next week-

end 22/23rd February. 

 

           WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS …   ROSTERS FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

NORTHERN  

END 

LOBETHAL 

Sunday 23rd Feb 

8.30am 

BIRDWOOD 

Sunday 1st March 

8.30am 

BRIDGEWATER Saturday  

22nd Feb 

 6.00pm 

Sunday  

23rd Feb 

10.30am 

Sacristan  Monique Rammers Catherine Simes 
Welcome  Maria Greg  Gina Kelly 
Introduction    Mary Homann Phil Schultz 
Reader 1  Mirla Mills     Paul Robinson 
Reader 2  Mary Homann Cathie Oswald 
Music       Van der Lindens 
Special Ministries Deb Stapleton Jenny Porter 
                      Kathy Lloyd  Colleen Sim    
      Filipe Franco 
      Wayne Broadbridge 
Children’s Liturgy      
Tea & Coffee  Di Golding & Gina 
Our Lady  Helen & Jeffrey 
Cleaning  Grant Archer & Hong Kim 
Flowers  Gina Kelly  
Counting  Laurie Manna & Elizabeth Anderson 
Hutt St   

OLOR Sunday 23rd Feb 
5.30pm 

Sunday 1st March 
5.30pm 

Sacristan  Tom Kenyon  Debbie Somers 

Cleaning        Tom   Debbie 

MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEK 

  Monday 17th   

 Tuesday 18th Feb   

 Wednesday 19th Communion Service Birdwood 9.00a.m. 

 Thursday 20th   

 Friday  21st Mass Bridgewater 11.00am. 

 Saturday 22nd Reconciliation (Parish House) 12.00p.m. 

 Welcome        Jo Brickhill     Carmel Fairbairn     
Children’s Liturgy  Janet Harrison Leonie Holmes 
 Reader 1  M Smitherman Michael Guthrie  
 Reader 2          Michelle Chua Simon Murphy 
 Special Ministers  Janet Harrison Eric Toome 
                             Jo Brickhill Anne Moore 

Cleaning         Stephan Blanke      Ann-Marie Morales 

mailto:meals4stmartha@gmail.com


OUR LADY OF THE ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH HALL 

Finally the building site is being cleared. Already several 

parishioners who were at commented favourably. The 

grass has been removed so that other equipment is used 

to dig the trenches. The excess soil is being dumped at 

OLOR while another bobcat is also located at OLOR to 

push the material to where it is being placed.  The oper-

ator is aware of the memorial tree in memory of “ Liz 

Kenyon” We wish to thank Paul Howe who is taking care 

to see that everything goes according to plan. 
 

ADELAIDE HILLS CATHOLIC PARISH WINE AND 

CHEESE EVENING 

The Adelaide Hills Parish Social Justice Group is holding 

a Wine and Cheese Evening at St Catherine’s School, 

Ayer’s Hill Road, Stirling, on 20 February at 7 pm. The 

evening is a fundraiser for the Migrant and Refugee 

Centre. Our guest speaker Mary Ireland will speak 

about the work done by the Centre in providing assis-

tance to migrants, refugees and asylum seekers in need. 

Mary has great experience in this area and is an engag-

ing speaker.  There will be a small charge of $10 for the 

evening. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday will happen on Wednesday, February 26, 

2020. The beginning of Lent is a important time for us 

Christians as it prepare us for the feast of Easter. We 

recommend that every Christian will bless this day by 

coming to one of our three services: 9am in Birdwood, at 

St Catherine’s at 11am for R-2 Liturgy, 11.30am. Mass for 

3-6, both at the Tree house as renovations are underway 

around the Siena Hall. 7pm at Bridgewater. This year our 

ashes will also be mixed with ashes from the bushfires 

taken from around our parish. As Fr Philip Marshall said in 

his correspondence: Lent is a time of reflection and re-
newal of turning to God, each other, and to creation in 
restored relationships. The inclusion of ashes from 
your bushfires will be a sign of our solidarity with you 
and of our commitment to build a world of Easter, 
hope for all.  
 

PARISH PASTORAL MEETING 

Our first PPC meeting for 2020 will be held next Wednes-

day 19th February at 7pm. at St Joseph’s the Worker 

meeting hall at Lobethal. This year as a parish in line with 

the Eight Footsteps of Jesus we will focus on the need of 

Welcoming and Child Protection. Joining us for this meet-

ing will be Mark Corrigan , Principal Consultant with CESA 

to consult with us regarding the appointment of the new 

Principal at St Catherine’s Stirling.  Mark has already met 

with the staff, students and school board from St Cathe-

rine’s. 

 

 

BISHOP GREG O’KELLY 

This is an extract of his letter to thank all those who took 

part in the Walk for Life - I wish to extend my thanks 
to all those who were able to participate in the Walk 
for Life, in which a great crowd of more than three 
thousand stretched itself from Parliament House down 
to the Adelaide Oval to let our wider society, and its 
leaders, know the passion that so many of our citizens 
have to protect life. The event was very well organ-
ised, carried out respectfully and without clamour, a 
strong and even reverent demonstration of a deeply 
held feeling of revulsion at the proposed legislation 
which would have abortion legal up until the day of 
birth. This is the recommendation from the South 
Australian Law Reform..... Despite what the media 
said, the Walk had nothing to do with President 
Trump’s example! It was people of genuine conviction 
from many faiths and no faith, from the devout to the 
secular. Uplifting was the number of young people par-
ticipating especially young women...... Again my thanks 
to the organisers, and especially to the participants. 
It was very reaffirming to note the size of the crowd 
spilling out of North Terrace, in numbers large enough 
to make any politician take notice and hopefully also 
the medical practitioners of abortion who by their in-
volvement bring shame to the medical profession..... 
 

NAZARETH HOME FOR GOD’S CHILDREN IN GHANA 

On Mission Sunday last year members of Birdwood CWL 

were moved and captivated by the video depicting the 

work of Sister Stan, who runs the Nazareth Home for 

God’s Children in Ghana.  Sister Stan oversees the caring 

of 78 children with disabilities, aged from a few months 

to 18 years, who have been rejected by their families. 

With so many important charities in need over Christmas, 

including the fires, we put our idea on hold. However we 

have now decided that it is time to seek the support of 

parishioners at Birdwood and Lobethal to support this 

cause. A donation jar will be placed at the rear of these 

churches and we ask if you have any spare loose change to 

pop a coin or two in the jar each week. It all adds up and 

with these coins we plan to make a commitment to donate 

$50 per month to this magnificent work, as a part of 

Catholic Charities. 

If you would like to donate by Direct Debit use the 

parish bank account details below:   

BSB: 085 005        Account: 489502427 Account 

Name CCES ADEL HILLS 

Refer payment as “donation” 

Sacristan  Monique Rammers Catherine Simes 
Welcome  Maria Greg  Gina Kelly 
Introduction    Mary Homann Phil Schultz 
Reader 1  Mirla Mills     Paul Robinson 
Reader 2  Mary Homann Cathie Oswald 
Music       Van der Lindens 
Special Ministries Deb Stapleton Jenny Porter 
                      Kathy Lloyd  Colleen Sim    
      Filipe Franco 
      Wayne Broadbridge 
Children’s Liturgy      
Tea & Coffee  Di Golding & Gina 
Our Lady  Helen & Jeffrey 
Cleaning  Grant Archer & Hong Kim 
Flowers  Gina Kelly  
Counting  Laurie Manna & Elizabeth Anderson 
Hutt St   

Electronic Giving 

 Welcome        Jo Brickhill     Carmel Fairbairn     
Children’s Liturgy  Janet Harrison Leonie Holmes 
 Reader 1  M Smitherman Michael Guthrie  
 Reader 2          Michelle Chua Simon Murphy 
 Special Ministers  Janet Harrison Eric Toome 
                             Jo Brickhill Anne Moore 

Cleaning         Stephan Blanke      Ann-Marie Morales 



A reading from the Book Sirach 

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave 

faithfully is within your power. He has set fire and water be-

fore you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. Man has 

life and death before him; whichever a men likes better will 

be given him. For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is al-

mighty and all-seeing. His eyes are on those who fear him, he 

notes every action of man. He never commanded anyone to be 

godless, he has given no one permission to sin.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm  
 Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!        R 
 
They are happy whose life is blameless, 
who follow God's law! 
They are happy those who do his will, 
seeking him with all their hearts.     R 
 
You have laid down your precepts 
to be obeyed with care. 
May my footsteps be firm 
to obey your statutes.       R 
 
Bless your servant and I shall live 
and obey your word. 
Open my eyes that I may consider 
the wonders of you law.       R 
 
Teach me the demands of your statutes 
and I will keep them to the end. 
Train me to observe your law, 
to keep it with my heart.       R 
 
Second reading from the letter To the  
Corinthians 

We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: 

not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the mas-

ters of our age, which are coming to their end. The hidden 

wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom 

that God predestined to be for our glory before the ages 

began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age 

have ever known, or they would not have crucified the Lord of 

Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no eye 

has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of 

man, all that God has prepared for those who love him. These 

are the very things that God has revealed to us through the 

Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even 

the depths of God.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
     Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 

   Alleluia! 
 

A reading from the holy the Gospel according to Mat-
thew  

Jesus said to his disciples: ' Do not imagine that I have come 

to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish 

them but to complete them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and 

earth disappear, not one dot, one little stroke, shall disappear 

from the Law until its purpose is achieved. Therefore, the man 

who infringes even one of the least of these commandments 

and teaches others to do the same will be considered the least 

in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps them and 

teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom of heav-

en. 'For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom 

of heaven. 'You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: 

You must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it 

before the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry 

with his brother will answer for it before the court; if a man 

calls his brother "Fool" he will answer for it before the San-

hedrin; and if a man calls him "Renegade" he will answer for it 

in hell fire. So then, if you are bringing your offering to the 

altar and there remember that your brother has something 

against you, leave your offering there before the altar, go and 

be reconciled with your brother first, and then come back and 

present your offering. Come to terms with your opponent in 

good time while you are still on the way to the court with him, 

or he may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the 

officer, and you will be thrown into prison. I tell you solemnly, 

you will not get out till you have paid the last penny. 'You have 

learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. But I 

say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has al-

ready committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right 

eye should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; for 

it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have 

your whole body thrown into hell. And if your right hand  

should cause you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; for it will 

do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your 

whole body go to hell. 'It has also been said: Anyone who di-

vorces his wife must give her a writ of dismissal. But I say 

this to you: everyone who divorces his wife, except for the 

case of fornication, makes her an adulteress; and anyone who 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 'Again, you have 

learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not break 

your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say 

this to you: do not swear at all, either by heaven, since that is 

God's throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or 

by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great king. Do not 

swear by your own head either, since you cannot turn a single 

hair white or black. All you need say is "Yes" if you mean yes, 

"No" if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the 

evil one.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

Next Week’s Readings:   

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A  

 1st Reading Lev      19:1-2, 17-18   

 2nd Reading 1 Cor  3: 16-23 

 Gospel  Mt      5: 38-48 


